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“Tumbando lo habitual” 
[Knocking Down The Habitual] 

MICHAEL FLEINER & SEPTETO 
INTERNACIONAL 

“People are sometimes surprised when they 
meet unusual things. For example, when I 
serve a salsa composition in 7/4 meter”, 
said Michael Fleiner just over four years 
ago to JNM [“JAZZ’N’MORE” magazine]. 
There are also uneven meters on Tumbando 
Lo Habitual, the Fribourgian Jazz pianist’s 
most recent compositions. In the last years, 
he has secured his position in the area of 
Latin jazz and salsa. Especially remarkable 
is his style, although on the level of 
harmonies and melodies reflecting a 
classical salsa or Latin groove à la Puente 
or Palmieri, but on the level of rhythm 
striking a new path. A path that even for 
hard-boiled representatives of this scene 
could become just too much. In fact, with 
dancers he is only popular to a moderate 
extent. For who wants to continuously lose 
the beat when dancing in pairs or leave 
choreographically rehearsed dance figures 
only half-finished because of rhythmical 
irregularities? The Cuban band members 
are in an unenviable position, too, 
particularly the soloists, who try to develop 
a harmonious, rounded improvisation 
sequence on a rhythmic roller coaster. “It’s 
true, my Cuban band members had to get 
used to the new concept”, Fleiner had to 
admit then. Fleiner proves to be very 
courageous with his concept. Yes, he is 
utterly ingenious. Id 
	

	


